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desert, the war dragged on, and Marius, perhaps ambitious, perhaps impatient at the general's want of vigor, began to think that he could make quicker work of it The populai party were stirring again in Rome, the Senate having so notoriously disgiaced itself There was just irritation that a petty Afncan prince could defy the whole power of Rome foi so many years, and though a democratic consul had been unheard of for a centuiy, the name of Harms began to be spoken of as a possible candidate Ma-rms consented to stand The law required that he must be present in person at the election, and he applied to his commander for leave of absence Me-tellus laughed at his pietensions, and bade him wait another twenty years Marms, however, persisted, and was allowed to go ' The patricians stiaiued their resources to defeat him, but he was chosen with enthusiasm Metellus was lecalled, and the conduct of the Numidian war was assigned to the new hero of the " Populares "
A shudder of alarm ran, no doubt, through the senate house, when the determination of the people was known A successful genei al could not be disposed of so easily as oratorical tribunes. Fortunately, Ma-nus was not a politician He had no belief in democracy He was a soldier, and had a soldiei's way of thinking on goveinment and the methods of it His first step was a reformation in the army Hitherto the Roman legions had been no more than the citizens in aims, called for the moment from their various occupations, to return to them when the occasion for their services was past. Marius had perceived that fewer men, better trained and disciplined, could be made more effective and be more easily han-